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Hi friends,

| will be sending out a periodic newsletter to all
of you because you are on my mailing list. You
either signed up for this at a book signing event,
sent me an email, or | just chose you out of my
contacts. Please notify me at
dshaffer@hispathway.com if you wish to unsub-
scribe from my mailing list. If you have friends
and/or family that you believe would like to re-
ceive my newsletters, please forward these on to
them or have them contact me directly if they
would like to receive periodic writings.
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My newsletters will be relatively brief
with a new article or update of some
sort. As you know | am a Christian
writer and my purpose is to share
God's Word with you as | understand
it from the Holy Bible. In addition, |
plan to update you on prophetic
events that | believe are unfolding
before our eyes today so that, at
minimum, it prompts you to study
God's Word for yourself. | would
prefer that you not take my word for
anything, but that you seek answers

in the Holy Bible.

You may dis-

agree with what |

write and that is

okay, please feel

free to write to

me and challenge

me! | enjoy examining scripture and seeking the
truth...however, | will not seek “truth” outside of
the Word of God, and that would be the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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Most of us are look-

ing for the right path-

way to get us into
heaven. We look and search for an-
swers and even resort to creating our
own definition of salvation along with
way. Itis a highly controversial sub-
ject, but there is only one answer. Un-
fortunately, many will reject it and
sadly be separated from God for eter-
nity. This article will help to dispel
some common theories and practices
designed to lead us into heaven, and
hopefully steer someone in the right
direction. Accept that it will be contro-
versial, but know that it will be truthful.
That is all that matters. Step 1 God
has the answers: As much as we think

we understand spirituality, we
did not write the rules for en-
try into heaven and we did
not design the process for
salvation. Therefore, we can-
not rely upon our own under-
standing of this very impor-
tant issue. God is the ultimate
creator, and He alone estab-
lished the terms for securing
our eternal destination. We
simply get to choose.

Step 2 Impossible gap: Unfortu-
nately, despite what you may
have heard, human beings
are sinful by nature. If you

stop and think about it, it's not

shocking to come to that con-

clusion because we have persistent
fleshly desires that often run counter to
what we know is good, moral, right, and
acceptable in the eyes of God. Itis not a
judgment, it is a fact. No one is perfect,
and no one has ever been perfect in the
eyes of God except Jesus Christ. Again,
this is not a judgment, it is a fact. So,
based upon this reality, we have a mas-
sive gap that exists between us and the
Lord. It would be impossible to bridge
this gap even with our best efforts to try
to live a perfect life.

Step 3 Performance: Well, let's just say that
we live in a performance-based society,
and this mind-set has unfortunately crept
its way into our spiritual journeys. Unfor-
tunately, it has led us to project the capi-
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“you get
to
choose
your
eternal
destiny”

talistic nature of our society onto God and has sadly forced many of us to redefine His

plan for our salvation. We see so many people working for God’s approval. We see so

many people doing “good deeds” in an effort to stack up their merits so that they might
be counted “worthy” of entering into heaven. What is so troubling about this scenario
is that it is highly favorable to those with money, power, and prestige. Think about it.

The more money you have, the more philanthropic opportunities you will have to add

to your list of “works” for salvation. This process is highly unbalanced and frankly runs

counter to the Lord’s plan for your eternal destiny.

Step 4 Free qift: Here is the incredible beauty of God’s plan for salvation. It includes a free gift
that you can choose to accept or decline. God sent His son Jesus Christ to live on this
earth, absorb the penalty for your sins and mine, and then die to accept the conse-
quences of these sins. Why? The Bible says that the wages of sin is death. Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. NKJV. God is true to His word, and someone will have to bear the brunt of your sins
and mine. He offered Jesus to do that for us through His crucifixion, all you have to do is
sincerely accept that His death covers the cost of your sins.

Step 5 Choice: The most amazing thing about the Lord is that He allows free will. He will not
shove His truth or His ways down anyone’s throat. He wants all of us to know what we
are agreeing to and what we are accepting from Him. Have you ever been in a relation-
ship where someone forces you to comply with their way of doing things? It is not a pleas-
ant situation, and it is one in which you will grow resentful of and rebel against eventually.
God recognizes this, so He has allowed you the choice to accept His free gift of salvation
or not. In doing so, you get to choose your eternal destiny. Itis a brilliant plan and it only
requires recognition that you need a savior and a willingness to accept the One who was
sent. Jesus Christ.

Step 6 Prayer: How does a person pray for salvation? Here is a start: Lord, | am coming to
You because | know that | am a sinner and that | am in need of Your salvation. | surren-
der my life to You and | ask for Your forgiveness of all of my sins. Please cleanse me and
save me from being apart from You for eternity. | humbly accept that Jesus Christ as my
savior and thank You for providing Him as a sacrifice for me. Come into my heart and be
the Lord of my life. In Jesus name, Amen.

Step 7 Read: After you have made the most important decision of your life, to be saved, it is
important for you to buy a Bible and to start looking for a bible-based church. Pray for
guidance and direction, and He will be there with you and for you in your journey to seek
heaven.
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